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Sir: 

The present application is no longer entitled to small entity status. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The Applicants appreciate the Notice of Allowable Subject Matter mailed on June 28, 2004. 
However, the Applicants wish to comment on the record regarding the following portion of the Examiner's 
statement of reasons for allowance: 



"Based on Applicants arguments of 05/24/2004, the microfluidic system of claims 13-19 
clearly must have no more and no less than 3 side channels and the method of injection using 
said microfluidic system of claims 1-12 must include simultaneously controlling the voltage 
applied to the 3 side channels..." (emphasis added). 

The Applicants assert that "the method of injection using said microfluidic system of claims 1-12" 
is not limited to a method in which "said microfluidic system" has "no more.. .than 3 side channels". Claim 
1 recites a method of using a "microfluidics device having a channel network that includes an electrolyte 
channel having upstream and downstream channel portions and first, second, and third side channels...". 
There is nothing in the claim language that limits the channel network to exactly three side channels. The 
Applicants have reviewed the arguments presented in the response of 05/24/2004 and find no statements 
requiring such a conclusion. Such a limitation is not necessary, and was not presented as necessary by the 
Applicants, to distinguish this claim over the prior art. 
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Perkins Coie LLP 
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